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[ Abstract | Objective: To study the effects of extracts of Terminalia chebula on animal gastrointestinal
activity and serum levels of motilin ( MTL). Method: Effects of the extracts of T. chebula on the evacuation of
stomach, the propulsive movement of intestine, serum levels of motilin, and the contraction of isolated rabbit
intestinal smooth muscle were observed by mice gastrointestinal activity test and isolated rabbit intestinal smooth
muscle movement experiment. Result: The extracts of T. chebula could distinctly inhibited the evacuation of
stomach and the propulsive movement of intestine in mice, significantly reduce serum levels of motilin, also inhibit
the contraction of isolated rabbit intestinal smooth muscle. The extracts of 7. chebula showed significant
antagonistic effect on spasmodic muscle of duodenum due to acetylcholine chloride. Conclusion; The extracts of
T. chebula could inhibit animal gastrointestinal activity, the mechanism of which may be associated with M-
receptor.
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